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Description

A painting which represents a bouquet of flowers
but which is not a still life, but on the contrary, a
true expression of life and strength, that of the
German expressionist friend of Picasso, living
and painting in Provence, Franz Priking.

The work is presented in a modern black and gold
frame that measures 68 cm by 59 cm and 55 cm
by 46 cm for the canvas aone.

It represents a bouquet of poppies and ears of
wheat in avase on atable.

In very good condition, it is signed upper left.

Franz Priking's pictoria sensitivity was awakened
from his childhood by the education of afather
passionate about Italian Renaissance and Baroque
art.

Franz Priking approaches painting through
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philosophical studies, first moving towards a
lyrical abstraction "revealing a sensitivity in
search of itself". The stays he then made at the
Bauhaus in Weimar (1948) and at the Academy
of Artsin Berlin (where he was a student of Max
Pechstein between 1948 and 1950 and where Karl
Hofer praised his drawings revealed to him, with
German expressionism, aform of art morein
keeping with his temperament. It was during this
period that in Berlin, through the painter Hans
Tombrock (de), Priking got closer to Bertolt
Brecht, living ten months in proximity to the
playwright.

In 1950, Franz Priking left Germany for Paris,
where he remained for a short time, reaching
Provence and stopping in
Villeneuve-les-Avignon. During his first French
exhibition at the Réattu museum in Arles, in
1952, he met Pablo Picasso and worked for seven
months under the master's advice in Vallauris:

"I was deeply passionate about Picasso, by his
principle of structure and organization of the
painting," recalls Franz Priking. The theme
mattered much less to me than the new rhythmic
concept it taught me. And above all, at that
moment | abandoned the bright color that | had
retained from the expressionist period, the
opposition of active colors used ailmost pure, and
| began to work on color in away that it became
rational ... hues have become much more earthly,
closer to the earth.
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