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South Indian Ankus

Description

The use of elephants as an important means of
transportation is established in India as early as
4000 BC, when the first elephants are believed to
have been tamed in the Indus Valley. The
elephant is considered sacred by Hindus because
they believeit is embodied by Ganesh, the
elephant god. Ankusais the Sanskrit word for
elephant goad and is considered both functional
and ceremonial. It is considered one of the eight
auspicious objects " Ashtamangala'. It consists of
a handle with an attached spear point and a
pointed hook, often decorated with fine chisel
work. The head of the akus features beautiful drill
and chisel work depicting yali, creatures from
Hindu mythology, parakeets and Makara heads
surrounded by foliage and floral designs. Both
tips are reinforced and well made. The handleis

3800 EUR

Period : 19th century
Condition : Bon état
Material : Metal
Width : 11cm
Height : 39cm

|Dea|er

Antiques by the Sea
Fine Arms and Armour / Ethnographic Arts

Mobile : +31(0)617367512

Walstraat 81A
Vlissingen 4381



divided into four segments and has a brass end
representing atiger's head devouring another
creature. This example appearsto be one of a
small group of similar Ankus that demonstrate
incredible South Indian craftsmanship and are
often poorly dated by many museums. While
most are dated to around the 17th century, this
group would have been made in the 19th century
in my opinion.
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