
https://www.proantic.com/en/1423880-agapes-on-the-grass-antwerp-school-of-the-17th-century.html

Agapes On The Grass - Antwerp School Of The 17th Century

11 500 EUR

Period : 17th century

Condition : Très bon état

Material : Oil painting on wood

Width : 89

Height : 67

https://www.proantic.com/en/1423880-agapes-on-the-grass-an

twerp-school-of-the-17th-century.html

Dealer

Old Masters Paris
Tableaux anciens

Mobile : 0677098951

78, avenue de Suffren - Village Suisse - Galerie 13

Paris 75015

Description

Oil on panel. 

Our composition depicts a group of young people

in the midst of feasting. Like peasants, these city

dwellers indulge in the joys of an open-air meal.

This is an ordinary thing for the people of the

countryside, but for the elite, these are

recreational moments appreciated for their

bucolic character, often pretexts for flirting.

These "lunches on the grass", fashionable in Italy

since the Renaissance and popularized in the 17th

century throughout Europe, are an opportunity for

the richest to slip into the shoes of simple

shepherds. Thus they carry crooks and are

surrounded by grazing animals. But only the

decor refers to the simplicity of the world of the

fields because the fountain reminds us that we are

in a park, that of a castle? Finally, the presence of



musicians, the feathered hats, the delicacy of the

dishes and the preciousness of the tableware leave

no doubt as to the rank occupied by our

protagonists. I

n the teeming pool of painters that was Antwerp

in the 17th century, there were many artists who

could have executed our painting. Our research

therefore focused on painters who specialized in

cabinet paintings and genre scenes. And the

obvious influences of Pieter Paul Rubens on the

one hand, and of the Venetian colorists on the

other (Rubens himself drew on their palette), led

us to artists who frequented the workshop of the

Antwerp genius and who would have traveled to

Italy. After examining the leads of Pieter van Lint

(1609 - 1690) or Willem van Herp (1614 - 1677),

the weakness of the evidence found did not allow

for any conclusive conclusions. Thus, it is

possible that, as was customary among the

Flemish, we are in the presence of a work

executed by several artists, making its attribution

complex. A larger painting titled "Pastoral

Landscape with Picnicking Shepherds" whose

composition is close to ours (see photos) and sold

by the Sanct Lucas Gallery in Vienna, is said to

have been made by five painters: Abraham

Govaerts, Frans II Francken, Ambrosius II

Francken, Hans Jordaens III and Alexander

Keirincx.

Our feast on the grass is highlighted by a sober

frame with an inverted profile in blackened wood.

Dimensions: 51.6 x 73.3 cm - 67 x 89 cm with the

frame

Sold with invoice and certificate of expertise.
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